Minutes of UULSCR Autumnal General Meeting,
Held on Sunday 23rd November 2008 at 12.30pm,
In St Olave, Hart St Church Hall

Present: Guy Atchison, Roger Bailey, Jacqui Bale, Lucy Bricheno, Chris Brown (non member), Clare Dyer, Heather Forster, Jess Glaisher, Nick Hartley, Jen Holden, Quentin Jackson, Peter Jasper, Nick Jones (chair), Sean Langton, Philip Naylor, Helen E Richardson, Hellen V Richardson, Lizzy Stokoe, Mike Trimm, Lian Von Wantoch, Jon Waters, Clara Westlake, Mark Williams (non member).
1. Apologies For Absence

Apologies were received from Andrew Bradford, Josie Crimp, Alison Elwess, Charles Herriott, Dave Hills, Chris Kippin, Rupert Littlewood, Laura Matheson and Katie Town.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The meetings of the previous meeting were read out. They did not contain all corrections and so their passing was deferred until the next meeting.

3. Matters Arising
a) Lucy thanked all the organisers of events; Katie and Jen for the Treasure Hunt, Josie for the Picnic, Sean for the Cornwall tour, Clare and Quentin for the Summer tour, Jacqui for the Freshers’ Tour and Clara for the Dinner. Nick Jones thanked Clare and Andrew Bradford in advance for Lundy

b) Jon asked about the Tewksbury shield competition. Nick H replied that an application form with a cheque was in the post.

4. New Members

Mike announced the following new members:


Suzanne Daniels who took a Diploma of Higher Education at Birkbeck

Imogen Wentworth at Heythrop studying Philosophy


Heather Forster at UCL studying German and History

Hellen V Richardson at RVC studying Bioveterinary Sciences

Helen E Richardson at RVC studying Veterinary Medicine


Lucy Jerram at RVC studying Veterinary Medicine


Ed Gosden, who took an MSc in Pharmacology at UEL
Lizzy Stokoe at Imperial studying Physics

Claire (Rachel) Aland, member of staff at St George’s

Holly Gilbert at Queen Mary studying Biomedical Science

Hong King Wu at LSHTM taking an MSc in Public Health

All of the above had purchased life membership except Hong King Wu who had purchased annual membership. Lizzy Stokoe, Ed Gosden were identified separately as they are not members of the University of London.  All the new members were ratified by the meeting and Nick J welcomed them to the Society.

5. Central Council Representative’s Report

Mike read out the Central Council report. He had attended the most recent meeting in Newcastle which was lengthy but better than previous meetings. There were some administrative changes adopted to the way the Central Council was run, but no significant matters of importance as far as the UL was concerned.
6. Half-Year Accounts

Peter presented the accounts for the 6 months to September which allow for an interim look at how the society is performing half way through the year. He highlighted the following points:

· Lots of income from visiting bands and steeplage, approximately already made double the total amount made last year from visiting bands.
· Good membership numbers even before the September fresher influx

· New server for the website was quite an expense. We will also have to pay for the belfry lock and Freshers’ reception.

· This year’s dinner will make a profit of £111.40

Lucy liked the addition of half-yearly accounts.
Philip asked why no interest was being earned. Peter said interest was credited once a year and would be included in the end of year accounts.

Roger asked how much money was raised at the Treasure Hunt, Jen said that with gift aid the total was £550 
7. Election

i. Auditor – Roger Bailey was proposed by Jen Holden and seconded by Guy Atchison. Jen said he has done a very good job over the last few years and is prepared to do it again. Guy said he is a legend. Nick J asked Mark Williams to count the votes. Roger was duly elected.
8. Annual Reports

i. Past year outstanding – The only outstanding report was from Peter Jasper’s year which has been produced with some minor adjustments to be made. Nick J said that if anyone wanted a copy then let him know and some copies will be printed. The draft report has been put on the website. Lian asked why there were no photos of Lundy. Peter said space was an issue but will try and add some.
ii. Current Year – Nick H said that he had a few reports outstanding but the authors know who they are and are being chased up.
9. Upcoming Events

i. Winter Tour – A proposal by Lizzy was made for a tour to Peterborough and S. Lincolnshire. It would take 45 minutes to reach Peterborough from Kings Cross by train and a day return ticket with a 16-25 railcard would cost £16 while a return bus ticket costs from £2.70. There are 3 towers within walking distance of Peterborough station, a bus could then be taken to Market Deeping for lunch, more ringing and tea and biscuits. Nick H was in favour while Jon didn’t like the tea and biscuits idea but was reassured that he could have some Carlsberg instead. Lucy asked when and Saturday 31st January was suggested. Clara proposed the idea to the meeting, Sean seconded and everyone was in favour.

ii. Peal Weekend – Nick H said it would take place over the weekend of 13th to 15th February. He was aware that this clashed with Valentines Day but felt it was not a major problem. A few towers have already been booked and an email will be sent before Christmas asking people for their peal ringing wishes.
iii. Treasure Hunt – Everybody was in favour, no one volunteered to organise it. The committee was tasked with finding an organiser at a later date. A date would be decided jointly with the Picnic item.

iv. Picnic – Guy asked whether a possible date for consideration could be the 21st June as Josie was returning from Mexico earlier that week. There was much discussion over possible dates. Clara mentioned the London to Brighton cycle ride but didn’t yet know the date; she asked if anybody would be interested in forming a Team UL, seven people were in favour. It was decided that the dates for the Treasure Hunt and Picnic would provisionally be Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st June respectively unless the bike ride was that weekend. 

v. Summer Tour – Ireland had been suggested by Clara at the AGM and she now had further details. Flights would cost £9.99 from London to Belfast with Ryanair. Saturday to Thursday could be spent in Northern Ireland with various visits. Jess may be able to help with some local knowledge, Jess then informed Clara that she was from Southern not Northern Ireland. The end of the week would be spent in the Dublin area, where James Dyer may be able to assist with organisation. It would cost approximately £200 for accommodation and transport. Jess said she had contacts at UCD that may be able to help with accommodation. Clara suggested the 1st or 2nd week in September and the 5th to 13th September was agreed on. There was a short discussion of ferry options to Ireland and Clara said she would look into these. The meeting agreed on the date and place. 
vi. Weekend Tours 2009
Easter Tour - Hellen proposed a tour to Plymouth and gave the following details; travel down on the Friday evening and ring at St Budeaux, 12cwt ring of 6. On the Saturday there would be a choice of towers one of which could be Laira, ring of 8, cast and re-hung in 2000 with the tenor donated by Ronald Dove. Saturday Lunch at a good local and cheap tapas restaurant (£5.95 for a meal and ~£3 for dessert) [Jones asked if it served alcohol and quickly added ‘not for me’, Hellen assured him it did], afternoon ringing at Plympton and another tower. The evening could be spent in one of many pubs. Sunday morning ringing could be at Hellen’s local tower, lunch somewhere in Plymouth centre with a leisurely afternoon spent travelling back, playing bowls on the Hoe or visiting the Plymouth Gin distillery. The church hall could be used for accommodation and would cost £30 a night. It takes about 3.5 – 4 hours to drive from London to Plymouth, the train takes 3.5 hours and there is an hourly service. The Megabus takes 5 hours and tickets costs from £1 upwards. Clara asked if it could be lengthened to include the Monday as well, Mark said he may be able to get the bells at Exeter Cathedral. Hellen proposed the weekend of 3rd to 5th April and this was agreed upon.

Early Summer Tour – Jacqui proposed a weekend tour to Norfolk with the following details; the train costs £10 from Liverpool St to Norwich. We could spend one day ringing and walking in Norwich and spend the second day in the countryside with the possibility of visiting the mid-Norfolk railway line. The majority were in favour. Nick J suggested the weekend of 10 to 12th July, Clara said she couldn’t do that as it was her cousins wedding. After much discussion Nick J asked if the only clash was Clara and Peter’s wedding at which point the meeting burst into laughter! The weekend of 10th to 12th July was agreed upon.
vii. Annual Dinner – Clara has provisionally booked the Calico for Saturday 28th November 2009 and said she was willing to organise it. She said the manager was a bit annoying about trying to close the disco early but was in fact quite limp and could be bribed.
viii. Big Ben trip – Nick J had written to the Tower Hill MP asking for a trip to see Big Ben, received a reply saying that a trip could happen but wouldn’t be until February or March. It would have to be weekday, possibly Wednesday afternoon when students don’t have lectures. 8 people said they would like to go. Nick J would email the list in a few weeks time to ask for names so security checks could be carried out. 
ix. OUS Dinner – Lucy wanted to advertise the OUS Dinner which would take place on Saturday 7th February with tickets going on sale soon. 
x. Jon Waters advertised the London Ringers Advent Carol Service and Party on Monday 1st December at 7pm at St Giles, Cripplegate.

xi. Clara Westlake announced that her 30th Birthday Party would take place on Saturday 21st March.  
10. New Logo
Jess sent the new logo design suggestion via text message to most of the meeting participants. Sean worried if we change the logo we might lose our identity, once he saw Jess’ design he withdrew his objection. Hellen said it has everything the UL is. Clara proposed the idea of changing the logo, the exact design to be agreed later. Jen H seconded. Motion carried by majority with one against.

11. Ringing around the Olympics

Mike spoke about the plans for ringing around the 2012 London Olympics. He reported back from the most recent planning meeting. They aim to set up intensive one lesson per week over six/ten week courses to teach large numbers of people to ring. They have asked us if we will supply teachers and helpers who would be trained beforehand and paid for their time. A pilot course will run at Leyton or Limehouse. The courses will run on a weekday evening and/or Saturday morning. The ringing at the time of the Olympics will run at the five towers closest to the Olympic village, these being Leyton, Bow in the Road, West Ham, North Hackney and South Hackney. A rolling programme of the teaching courses will begin once funding from the Ringing Foundation has been procured. Mike said he will announce further details to the committee and society as they are released over the coming year.
12. Rules for eligibility for membership

Mike explained the background to why he believed the rules need changing. This has primarily arisen from Imperial leaving the University of London, but was an opportunity to adopt clearer rules on the eligibility for membership of students and staff at all London based institutions. Mike said he would email his proposed set of rule changes to the Yahoo list with the aim of opening up a discussion and bringing forward proposals for constitutional changes at the next AGM.
13. Any Other Business

i. Clara asked if there would be a quarter peal weekend this year. Nick H said no but due to high attendances at practice night there would be a quarter peal on Thursdays every two weeks and quarter peals on Danes Sundays.

ii. Clara asked if there would be a quarter peal this evening at Barts. Nick H said the plan was to visit the Liberty Bounds, then the Rising Sun and then some members would visit Barts to ring. Clara followed by asking if she could ring at Barts giving a reason for her request which was ‘because I think they’re cool’. Nick said the band would be organised during the afternoon. 

14. Dates of next Meetings
The date for the next AGM was set for Saturday 9th May 2009 at 2pm. The AuGM was set for Sunday 29th November 2009. 


Note: An Audio recording of the meeting was taken and the file is held by the current secretary

